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In Memory of Dick Anderl   by Sally Graybill 

     The Society lost a true friend on May 2nd when Dick Anderlôs long battle with brain cancer came to an end.   

Dick, age 67, fought long and hard, never complaining and always with a big smile on his face; maintaining his 

interest in the Farmstead until the very end of his life. 

     The major part of Dickôs career was with Burroughs/Unisys and the Anderl Family moved from Minneapolis, 

MN to Worcester in 1987.  Dick brought his pride and joy, a red ó67 Corvette Sting Ray to PA and enjoyed driv-

ing it throughout the area.  He maintained an avid interest in cars, racing and rebuilding engines throughout his 

lifetime. 

     The Anderl Family joined the Society in 1989 and Dick served in various capacities over the intervening years.  

He was Society Treasurer 1995 - 1998; Vice President, 1998-2000; and President 2000 - 2004. While President 

Dick guided the Scholarship Program, the Arbor Day Memorial Tree Programs and encouraged the production of 

the Peter Wentz cookbook.   Under Dickôs tenure as President the Society acquired a long anticipated cash register 

and credit card machine for the Museum Shop; as well as our very 

own computer!   Additions were made to the Society collection, in-

cluding the purchase of the Regina Schultz sampler.   During 2004 

three new dependencies, a smoke house, privy and woodshed, were 

constructed  on site. 

     Dickôs hours at the Farmstead increased after he retired from 

Unisys.  In addition to the many obligatory meetings, Dick would 

attend committee meetings with his ball point pen and spiral note-

book, taking copious notes in his small print.  Diligence and concern 

were Dickôs hallmarks.  Unfailingly kind and polite; he was a friend 

to everyone. 

     Away from the Farmstead, Dick was very fond of Mexican food 

and his Friday Lunch Buddies.  He could smoke a mean turkey and 

enjoyed holiday dinners with family and friends.  Dick was a master 

yardman with a lawn looking like a Scotts advertisement.  A devoted 

son, Dick made frequent  trips to Sioux City, IA to visit his parents.  

He will be sadly missed.  

     Dick requested that the following poem, Desiderata, be included 

in his funeral program. 

    

 

                                   ( Continued on page 6 ) 

Dick and Ruth Anderl 
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Mission Statement                                             

           The mission of the Peter Wentz Farmstead Society is to preserve and interpret the 

18th century Pennsylvania German farmstead established by the Wentz and Schultz fami-

lies, which is now on the National Register of Historic Places. The Society's goal is to 

stimulate public interest and support the site's heritage through educational programs and 

public events focusing on the architecture, crafts, customs, and furnishings of the period. 

 

Peter Wentz Farmstead 

Hours of Operation 
 

Tuesday - Saturday   10:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Sunday   1:00-4:00 PM 

Last Tour   3:30 PM 
 

Closed Mondays and holidays. 

 

New Yearôs Eve 

New Yearôs Day 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Presidentsô Day 

Good Friday 

Easter Sunday 

Memorial Day 

Flag Day 

Fourth of July 

Labor Day 

Columbus Day 

Election Day 

Veteranôs Day 

Thanksgiving Day  

Christmas Eve 

Christmas 
 

Reservations required for group tours. 

Admission: FREE! 

The Farmstead is located on Shearer Road in 

Worcester, PA, near the intersection of Routes 73 

and 363 in Montgomery County. 
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     The Society notes with great sadness the death of  Richard W. Anderl on May 2, 2009.  Always concerned with 

happenings at the Farmstead and Society Events, even as his health deteriorated,  Dick will be sorely missed by his 

many friends.  Thank you to all those who honored Dickôs memory with a donation to the Society. 

     Congratulations to Society Scholarship Winner, Allison Koch and to Brenda Hornsby Heindl, winner of the 2009 

Albert T. and Elizabeth R. Gamon Scholarship.  Best wishes from the Society to these outstanding young women as 

they continue with their education. 

     Ninety-five Society members have signed up and are now receiving Society news via e-mail.  This is a great start in 

helping to ñgo greenò and cut back on postal expense.  Please join the effort by submitting your e-mail address to 

mail@PeterWentzFarmsteadSociety.org. 

     Keep this date openéJuly 15.  Once again the Society will host a picnic for members at the Central Perkiomen 

Valley Mill House.  Directors Carol Allen and Dini Vigliano are working out the details and you will be receiving an 

invitation in June.  Once again, we are looking forward to meeting new  members and renewing friendships with 

ñveteran Society members.ò 

     Enjoy your summer and we hope to see you July 15!  

Presidentôs Report  By Anne Condon 

   

    

           July                15        Membership Picnic   5:00 pm         The Mill House 
 

          September      16       Board Meeting          7:00 pm          Central Schwenkfelder Church 
 

          October          21        Fall Meeting              6:00 pm         Central Schwenkfelder Church 
 

          November      18        Board Meeting          7:00 pm         Central Schwenkfelder Church 
 

 

 

PETER WENTZ FARMSTEAD SOCIETY  
 

2009 BOARD MEETING CALENDAR  
 

 

The Welcome Mat  By Sally Graybill 

 

The Farmstead Society extends a warm welcome to our newest members 
 

Christopher and Amy Detweiler Family 

James and Barbara Gawbill Family  

Ryan and Jess Greaser Family 

John and Kathy Guerin Family 

Robert and Laurie Kleman Family 

Liping Gu and Shaobo Kuang Family 

John and Marsha Maher Family 

William and Lynn Miles Family 

Francis and Tricia Mullen Family 

Edward and Christine Sholly Family 

Pamela Smith Family 

Jean Stahl 

Charles and Julie Szuchan Family 

 



Trip Planning Committee - 2009  By Frank Luther 

     Twenty-seven members and guests had signed up for the April 21 Experience Chester County trip.  This was truly an en-

riching and delightful day.  Everything was going well until the personnel at Hibernia Park saw the Hagey motor coach.  

They immediately announced that the motor coach could never maneuver the trails in the park.  All some of us could think 

was that weôd be hoofing those trails.  Quickly, we were informed that a wagon could be provided to take us through the 

park. 

     After a tour of the mansion, we went outside and were greeted by a driver on a tractor hitched to a wagon with benches.  

What a sight to see twenty-seven of us climbing aboard that wagon!  Over bumps and rocks we bounced up and down---

certainly not the comfort of a Hagey motor coach, but enjoyable nonetheless!    

     June 30, we will be off to Kutztown to celebrate Pennsylvania German Culture.  After our two-hour tour at the center, we 

will go to the Kutztown Festival where we will spend several hours.  Hopefully, John Karavage, Patrick Donmoyer and Dr. 

Reynolds would be our guides at the Cultural Center.  John and Patrick were PWFS scholarship winners and to quote Sally 

Graybill, it would be worthwhile for our members to see how the scholarship funds were spent to enhance Pennsylvania Ger-

man culture. 

      Our trip to Gettysburg, Tuesday, October 6 is being planned and flyers will be available soon. The schedule for the day 

will be to depart from the PWF parking lot at 6:30. There will be a two and a half hour tour at the new visitor center which 

will include the new orientation film, the restored Cyclorama, the museum, and the book shop.  A buffet lunch at the Dobbin 

House Tavern will be from 12:00 to 1:30.  The afternoon will include a motor coach tour of the battlefield with a step-on 

guide.  Stops will be made going to Gettysburg and a dinner stop made on the way home.   

     Our holiday trip is a visit to Bryn Athyn/Glencairn on December 8, 2009.  In the morning, we will have a tour of Glen-

cairn.  A buffet lunch at the Olympia Café will follow the morning tour. In the afternoon, we will have a tour of the Bryn 

Athyn Cathedral.  

     Possible trips for 2010 are being explored.  These included Poole Forge, a June trip to Jim Thorpe, an October trip to An-

napolis, and a December Holiday Trip to Delaware.   

     Your Trip Planning Committee members are truly dedicated members of the Society!  Five members of the committee 

have volunteered to finance their own preview trip to Annapolis with Hagey on Thursday, June 18. 

     We look forward to having you join us on these trips.  And, as always, if you have ideas and suggestions, please let us 

know. 
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Help Wanted 
 

Volunteer needed to help produce the thrice-a-year Wentz Post .  Knowledge of Microsoft  

Publisher or we will train.  If interested contact Rich LôEcuyer @ 610-584-8087. 

Experience Chester 

County Trip 


